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Lectures  

Thursday, July 8, 2010 ééé.12:30 PMñ4:30 PM  

Thursday, July 8, 2010 ééé.. 6:00 PMñ7:00 PM  

Friday, July 9, 2010ééééé. 8:00 AMñ4:30 PM  

Saturday, July 10, 2010 ééé. 8:00 AMñ4:30 PM  

 

Receptions  

Thursday, July 8, 2010  

Opening Reception é.. 4:30 PMñ6:00 PM  

 

Thursday, July 8, 2010  

Research Seminar Sponsorõs Receptioné..4:30ñ6:00 PM  

 

Friday, July 10, 2009  

Donor Reception é.. 5:30 PMñ7:00 PM  
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2010 National Conference on Childhood Apraxia of Speech  
 
 

Conference Agenda  
 
Thursday, July 8, 2010  
12:30 p.m. ñ  4:30 p.m.    Pre-Conference Research Seminar 
4:30 p.m. ñ  6:00 p.m.    Research Seminar Sponsorõs Reception 
 
3:00 p.m. ñ  5:00 p.m.    Conference Registration  
4:30 p.m. ñ  6:00 p.m.    Opening Reception 
6:00 p.m. ñ  7:00 p.m.    Keynote Address 
 
Friday, July 9, 2010  
7:00 a.m.  ñ  8:00 a.m.    Registration and Breakfast (included in registration fee)  

8:00 a.m.  ñ  9:30 a.m.      Concurrent Sessions/Series 100 
9:30 a.m.  ñ  10:00 a.m.    Break 
10:00 a.m.ñ  11:30 a.m.    Concurrent Sessions/Series 200 
11:30 a.m.ñ  1:00 p.m.    Lunch with Topic Tables (included in registration fee)  
1:00 p.m.  ñ  2:30 p.m.    Concurrent Sessions/Series 300 
2:30 p.m.  ñ  3:00 p.m.    Break 
3:00 p.m.  ñ  4:30 p.m.    Concurrent Sessions/Series 400 
 
5:00 p.m.  ñ  6:30 p.m.    Donor Reception (by invitation only)  
 
Saturday, July 10, 2010  
7:00 a.m.  ñ  8:00 a.m.    Registration and Breakfast (included in registration fee)  
8:00 a.m.  ñ  9:30 a.m.      Concurrent Sessions/Series 500 
9:30 a.m.  ñ  10:00 a.m.    Break 
10:00 a.m.ñ  11:30 a.m.    Concurrent Sessions/Series 600 
11:30 a.m.ñ  1:00 p.m.    Lunch with CASANA Program and Awards 
      (included in registration fee)  
1:00 p.m.  ñ  2:30 p.m.    Concurrent Sessions 700  
2:30 p.m.  ñ  3:00 p.m.    Break 
3:00 p.m.  ñ  4:30 p.m.    General Session 800 
 
Who Should Attend  
 
CASANA welcomes families of children diagnosed with apraxia and all those who care 
about a child with apraxia or suspected apraxia. Speech -language pathologists, general 
education and special education administrators and teachers, school psychologists, 
paraprofessionals, preschool administrators and teachers, higher education faculty, and 
professional development staff are also encouraged to attend.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

10th Anniversary Pre -Conference Research Seminar  
 

Childhood Apraxia of Speech;  
The Developmental Trajectory of a Neuromotor Disorder  

Presenter:  
Dr. Ben Maassen 
 

Ben Maassen (Professor of Dyslexia & Clinical Neuropsychologist) has a background in cognitive  
neuropsychology and speech-language pathology. He is leader of projects on developmental dyslexia, speech 
motor control and developmental neuropsychological disorders, and teacher in master -and PhD-programs of 
Speech-Language Pathology, Clinical Linguistics and Cognitive Neuroscience. Main research areas are dyslexia 
and neurocognitive precursors of literacy; neurogenic speech disorders, in particular childhood apraxia of 
speech; perception -production modelling in speech development; models of motor learning; and speech - 
related cognitive dysfunctions.  
 

Abstract:  
CAS is a highly controversial clinical entity both with respect to clinical signs and underlying neuro -motor deficit. Since the critical 
review by Guyette and Diedrich (1981) on Developmental Apraxia of Speech (DAS) or Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) as a diag-
nostic entity, many approaches have been suggested to solve the diagnostic problem of differentiating CAS from other childhoo d 
speech disorders. The different diagnostic features that have been proposed since and the theoretical perspectives on which t hese 
features are based, have been discussed extensively by Shriberg et al. (Shriberg et al., 1997a,b,c; 2003). This presentation focuses 
on two fundamental issues: first, the speech production model underlying CAS, and the attribution of speech symptoms to defic its 
in this model, and second, the developmental trajectory of infants and children with CAS, showing the emergence of increasing ly 
complex symptoms in increasingly complex speech utterances.  
 

In order to fully understand the developmental aspects of CAS, in this presentation we adopt the causal model that Bishop and  
Snowling (2004) applied for explaining the overlap and differentiation of specific language impairment (SLI) and dyslexia. Th is 
model makes a distinction between observed behavior, cognitive processes, neurobiology, and etiology. In studies on acquired 
apraxia of speech (AOS) in adults, such a distinction between the behavioral, cognitive and neurobiological levels has sharpe ned 
clinical and research descriptions of the syndrome.   Thus, according to McNeil (2004) there is consensus that AOS is a neuromotor 
speech disorder (neurobiological level), that result in deficits of speech motor programming (cognitive level). Much less con sensus 
exists with respect to the exact profile of speech symptoms (behavioral level) that can be used to differentially diagnose AO S from 
other speech and language disorders. 
 

As compared to AOS, the challenge in studies of CAS is that not only the behavioral level is poorly defined, but also evidenc e on 
the underlying neurobiological and cognitive levels is scarce and much harder to obtain. In order to bootstrap out of the dia gnostic 
circularity --what are the clinical criteria of a poorly defined disorder? -- in the present paper I propose to define CAS as a neuromo-
tor (neurobiological level) speech programming (cognitive level) disorder, which is either innate, genetic or acquired prenat ally or 
during early infancy (etiology). Our task is then, to describe the evolving nature of CAS at all levels: What are the symptom s of CAS 
during the babbling stage, the phase of first word acquisition, and the acquisition of longer utterances? How can the underly ing 
neuromotor and programming deficits account for these symptoms?  
 
The speech symptoms of CAS have been interpreted as originating from different levels of speech production, respectively lexi cal 
representation and retrieval, phonological encoding, motor planning, motor programming, and motor execution. Originating from  
the level of lexical representation, inappropriate stress might be a specific symptom for diagnosing CAS. However, it has low  sensi-
tivity. For errors originating from the level of phonological encoding, results suggest that frequencies of these error types  yield an 
overall quantitative measure of severity of involvement of the speech disorder, but the profile  of error types has low specificity in 
the distinction of CAS from other speech disorders in children. Also at the level of motor planning/programming, research did  not 
yield symptoms that are both specific and sensitive for CAS. An interpretation suggested by Maassen et al. (2010) was that ma ny 
children with diverse speech disorders apparently show dyspraxic symptoms to some extent.  
 

The second issue concerns the development of cognitive modules and the theoretical demarcation of speech motor and phonologi-
cal levels of processing in CAS. Bishop (1997) drew attention to a fundamental distinction in cognitive neuropsychological reasoning 
applied to acquired disorders in adults as compared to developmental (or very early in life acquired) disorders in children. The 
traditional logic of double dissociation in adult neuropsychology is not applicable to define the deficits that underlie deve lopmen-
tal disorders.  In developmental neuropsychology associations rather than dissociations are the rule. Applied to the developm ent of 
speech and speech disorders in children, evidence shows a continuity between babbling during the first year if life and the p honol-
ogy of the first words mastered at age 1 to 1.5 years, which is in its turn associated with acquisition of language and vocab ulary. 
There is evidence for a continuous progression to the adult system, both in normal development as in developmental disorders.  The 
acquisition of representations at different levels, among those the acoustic -perceptual and articulatory -motor level contribute to 
phonological knowledge at the level of categorical lexical contrasts. To conclude with referring to Bishop (1997), òThe problem 
with developmental disorders is that, although one may see fractionation along the lines of major domains of functioning (é) 
within any one domain, the typical observation is one of a complex pattern of associated impairments rather than the highly s elec-
tive deficits that may be found in acquired disorders.ó (Bishop, 1997, p. 904). What is needed then, are developmental studies to 
determine how the patterns of deficits and proficiencies change over time.  
 

Program for future research  
We suggest a research strategy that takes the developmental perspective seriously, and focuses on the development and matura-
tion of neurolinguistic information processing involved in speech motor control. In the presentation, neurocognitive and beha vioral 
associations during the development of children with CAS will be presented and discussed. In addition, studies based on compu ta-
tional modelling will be outlined, showing that a diversity of core -symptoms of CAS can be explained with a restricted set of as-
sumptions about the underlying neurocognitive deficit. Computational modelling is therefore considered a powerful research to ol,  
that contributes to not only diagnostic insight but also yields starting points for intervention.  



 

 

Conference Questions?  
Contact CASANA Conference Director, Kathy Bauer  

Phone: 412 -923-3402 
Email: kathyb@apraxia -kids.org  

 

 
10th Anniversary Pre -Conference Research Seminar  

 
Molecular Windows Into Speech and Language Disorders  

Presenter:  
Dr. Simon E. Fisher  

 
Dr. Simon E. Fisher is a Royal Society Research Fellow and Reader in Molecular Neuroscience at the Wellcome 
Trust Centre for Human Genetics (WTCHG), University of Oxford, UK, where he pioneers investigations into 
molecular mechanisms underlying speech and language. Simon obtained his Natural Sciences degree at Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge University, UK, specializing in Genetics. From 1991 -1995, he carried out doctoral research at 
the Genetics Unit of the Biochemistry Department, Oxford University, and isolated a gene causing an inherited 
kidney-stone disorder. From 1996-2002, Simon was a senior post-doctoral scientist in Prof. Anthony Monaco's 
group at the WTCHG, where he led research teams searching for genomic variants that are implicated in  
childhood learning disabilities. During this time he identified FOXP2, the first case of a gene mutated in speech 
and language impairment. In 2002, Simon became head of his own laboratory, which uses state -of-the-art  
methods to uncover how language-related genes influence the brain at multiple levels. Simon is also the Isobel 
Laing Fellow in Biomedical Sciences at Oriel College, where he teaches Biochemistry and Medical Genetics. He 
is author of over 65 journal articles, including peer -reviewed research in Nature, Nature Genetics, New England Journal of Medi-
cine, and Cell, and is frequently invited to talk at international conferences across a diverse range of fields. In 2008 Simo n was 
awarded the Francis Crick Prize Lecture by the Royal Society and in 2009 he received the inaugural Eric Kandel Young Neurosci en-
tists Prize, an international award established by the Hertie Foundation.  
 
Abstract:  
The majority of children develop proficient speech and language skills with little conscious effort and without the need for formal 
tuition. However, a significant proportion have unexplained difficulties acquiring fluent spoken language, in absence of any obvious 
cause. These problems make substantial impacts on education, mental health and social well -being. Family and twin studies indi-
cate that a child's genetic make -up plays a major role, but it appears that many genes must be involved. Recent innovations in 
molecular biology have raised the exciting possibility of identifying specific genomic variants that confer susceptibility. S uccess in 
this area can have substantial ramifications. These include early identification of children at elevated risk, use of genetic  informa-
tion in developing novel environmental interventions, and increased understanding of how and why these disorders occur. Again st 
this background, my colleagues and I discovered an intriguing gene known as FOXP2. Children with mutations that disrupt FOXP2 
have problems mastering sequences of co-ordinated mouth movements needed for fluent speech (childhood apraxia of speech or 
developmental verbal dyspraxia), accompanied by expressive and receptive language impairments affecting spoken and written 
modalities. Damage to FOXP2 itself explains only a small percentage of cases of speech problems. Nevertheless, studies of the 
function of this gene give a novel route for determining the relevant neuronal mechanisms.  
 
The FOXP2 gene encodes a type of regulatory protein which acts to switch on and off other genes. It is evolutionarily ancient, pre-
sent in similar form in diverse vertebrate species, where it helps to regulate the development and function of certain circui ts in 
the brain. Analyses of the gene in primates indicate that FOXP2 protein sequence underwent accelerated change on the human 
lineage after splitting from the chimpanzee, suggesting that its role(s) may have been modified in our ancestors. It is empha sised 
that FOXP2 should not be viewed as the mythical ògene for speechó or ògene for languageó, but instead as one piece of a complex 
puzzle involving multiple factors. My talk will describe how FOXP2 is being used as a unique window into key neurogenetic path-
ways. To this end, researchers are exploiting a wide range of systems, from brain cells grown in the laboratory, to animal mo dels. 
For example, state -of-the-art techniques are being employed to identify genes that FOXP2 regulates in the human brain (its down-
stream targets). Remarkably, it seems that some of these targets are themselves implicated in common language -related disor-
ders. Studies of FOXP2 in animals and birds suggest that the gene is important for maintaining plasticity of brain circuits. Overall, 
this body of work may ultimately yield improved diagnosis and treatment of speech - and language-related disorders. It is also sh ed-
ding the first light on how the human genome helps to build a language -ready brain.  
 

 



 

 

 

10th Anniversary Pre -Conference Research Symposium  
 

Learning Outcomes:  
 

Childhood Apraxia of Speech; The Developmental Trajectory of a Neuromotor Disorder  

¶ Participants will be able to obtain a deeper insight in the different levels of description of CAS, and concepts to attribute  

diagnostic and therapeutic terminology to these levels.  

¶ Participants will be able to obtain a deeper insight in the developmental aspects and associations of the neuromotor speech 
disorder CAS. 

¶ Participants will be able to clinical appreciation of overlap between diagnostic categories and multiple underlying deficits.  

 
Molecular Windows Into Speech and Language Disorders  

¶ Participants will be able to explain how advances in Molecular genetics can impact the understanding of speech and language 

development.  

¶ Participants will be able to understand standard concepts on genetic mapping and neuroscience.  

¶ Participants will be able to describe the need to integrate the findings from multiple disciplines in order to understand the  
origins and bases of speech and language. 

  

 
 
 
10th Anniversary Pre -Conference Research Seminar Sponsors:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
John G. Rangos, Sr. School of Health Sciences 
 Department of Speech-Language Pathology 
 Duquesne University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Center for the Neural Basis of Cognition (CNBC) 
 Carnegie Mellon University 
 University of Pittsburgh  



 

 

Schedule of Lectures for Friday, July 9, 2010  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Schedule of Lectures for Saturday, July 10, 2010  
 
 



 

 

Presenters Guide  
 
Lynn-Rachel Ary, M.S., CCC-SLP is a speech language pathologist licensed in New York and Massachusetts with practice in 

both the United States and the United Kingdom.  Lynn began practice in 1995 and has had vast experience in clinics, early  
intervention, hospitals, schools, preschools, nursing homes and private practice. Lynn has lectured to families and colleague s on 
integrating speech and sensory, various vocal topics and childhood apraxia of speech.  
 

Sue Caspari, M.A., CCC-SLP is a speech-language pathologist working in private practice in the Philadelphia area.   Over the 

years, she has worked with children and adults with neurogenic speech and language disorders in early intervention,  educational,  
and hospital settings, including the Mayo Clinic. In her current practice, she works primarily with, and as a consultant and advocate 
for, children with severe speech production disorders. She has advanced knowledge and experience in the areas of childhood 
apraxia of speech (CAS) and alternative and augmentative communication. Sue has published scholarly articles on CAS, conducts  
workshops on CAS, and has spoken on CAS at national conferences such as the American Speech-Language-Hearing Associationõs 
(ASHA) annual meeting. In addition to her clinical practice,  Sue works as an educational software development and marketing  
consultant. Sue is an associate member of the Academy of Neurologic Communication Disorders and Sciences and a member of 
ASHAõs Neurophysiology and Neurogenic Speech and Language Disorders Special Interest Division; is licensed in the state of  
Pennsylvania; and holds a Pennsylvania teaching certificate for the speech and hearing impaired.  
 

Al Condeluci. Ph.D. is CEO of UCP/CLASS, has created a family of corporations and is dedicated to its mission - òworking 

towards a community where each belongs.ó   He is associated with the University of Pittsburghõs School of Social Work and School 
of Health and Rehabilitation Science and Robert Morris University Graduate School of Business.   In these academic roles Al teach es, 
supervises students, and serves as advisor and consultant.  He speaks annually to national and international audiences reaching and 
inspiring some 15,000 people each year with his dynamic message and presentation style.  Dr. Condeluci has emerged as a national 
leader and consultant on human services and community issues.  His books, INTERDEPENDENCE (1991,1995,CRC Press), BEYOND 
DIFFERENCE (1996, CRC Press), CULTURAL SHIFTING (2002, TRN Press) ADVOCACY FOR CHANGE: A MANUAL FOR ACTION (2004,  
ANCOR Foundation Press) THE ESSENCE OF INTERDEPENDENCE (2008, Lash Publishing) and TOGETHER IS BETTER (2008, Lash  
Publishing) have won praises and awards for their thoughtful approach to inclusion, culture and community and are now used at  
many colleges, universities and in -service settings.   
 

Margaret A. Fish, M.S., CCC-SLP works in private practice in Highland Park, Illinois. Her primary professional interests are in 

the areas of childrenõs speech sound disorders, language disorders, and social language development in children. She conducts 
local, state and national workshops on the topics of childhood apraxia of speech and phonological disorders. Margaret is the author 
of the upcoming book Hereõs How to Treat Childhood Apraxia of Speech: An Integrated Approach. 
 

Susan Freiburger, M.S.P.H. has a M.S.P.H. in environmental chemistry from the UNC -Chapel Hill and has worked as a human 

health risk assessor for a large international consulting firm. She is the parent of a child who was diagnosed with severe CA S and 
she has spent the last six years helping him find his voice. She has been a CASANA board member since 2008 and is the national 
coordinator for CASANAõs walk-a-thons. 
 

Sharon Gretz, M.ED. is the founder and Executive Director of CASANA and Apraxia-KIDS. She has her Master's degree in  

Counseling and has completed all course work toward a Ph.D. in Communication Sciences and Disorders.  She has worked in the 
disability field for over 25 years, with expertise in organizational and program development.   In 2002, Ms. Gretz was honored by 
the National Council on Communicative Disorders/ASHA at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC when she was awarded the  
National Distinguished Service Award for her dedication to elevating national awareness and advocacy on behalf of children wi th 
CAS and their families.   In 2008 she was selected as a Community Champion by the Pittsburgh Post Gazette for her work related to  
children with apraxia.   Sharon is the parent of a 17 year old son, who was diagnosed at age 3 with severe apraxia of speech.  
 

Dave Hammer, M.A. CCC-SLP has been employed by Childrenõs Hospital of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania since graduating with his 
Masterõs in Speech-Language Pathology in 1979.  He has been the Coordinator of Speech and Language Services at the Childrenõs 
Hospital North satellite facility since 1988.  Dave has a wide range of clinical experience, with specialty interests in apra xia of 
speech in children, childhood and adolescent stuttering, and severe articulation/phonological disorders. Dave has been invite d t o 
present workshops on apraxia of speech throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia.  He brings a òhands-onó perspective 
to his presentations, which include extensive videotaped segments of treatment in action.  Dave was a member of the ASHA AdHo c 
committee on childhood apraxia and is currently a member of the Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America  
Advisory Board. He has been a significant contributor to the production of the childrenõs CD òTime to Singó, the introduction to 
apraxia DVD òHope Speaksó, and the DVD on òTreatment Strategies for Childhood Apraxia of Speechó. 
 

Rachel Harkawik, M.A., CF -SLP is a clinical doctoral student in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of  

Pittsburgh. Her clinical interests include implementation of AAC for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and adults with  
progressive motor speech impairments. She has had experience implementing AAC strategies in a variety of settings. Rachel has  
presented nationally about AAC evaluation and funding related issues. She is currently working at ICAN Talk Clinics of the AA C  
Institute conducting AAC evaluations and treatment based on evidence -based practice principles. She provides innovative,  
comprehensive, family and community -based services to meet the complex communication needs of individuals across the life 
span. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Presenters Guide  
 
Diane Hartman has been advocating for children and adults living with emotional and developmental disabilities for nearly 30 

years. She possesses an in-depth academic and working knowledge of functions related to child service systems, as well as both 
federal and state special education rules and regulations. Dianeõs career began as a Parent Consultant for both the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and the Allegheny Intermediate Unit. Early on, she was an instrumental force in the adoption of inclu sion 
practices within the North Allegheny School District, located outside of Pittsburgh, PA. She also held the position of Superv isor of 
the Childrenõs Program for the Mental Health Association. Diane has worked as an Allegheny County Intensive Case Manager and is 
currently employed as the Director of Student Services and Outreach for Total Learning Centers.  
 

Kathleen R. Helfrich -Miller, Ph.D., CCC is a speech language pathologist who has been in private practice in the Pittsburgh 

area for the past 28 years. She received her doctorate degree in Speech Language Pathology from the University of Pittsburgh in 
1983. Dr. Miller is the owner of Rehabilitation Specialists, Inc., which specializes in the evaluation and treatment of speec h and 
language disorders. Dr. Miller also serves as a clinical instructor for the University of Pittsburgh and Duquesne University.   Dr.  
Helfrich -Miller is currently the Vice President for Governmental Affairs for the Pennsylvania Speech Language Hearing Associatio n 
(PSHA) and has been active with the Southwestern Pa. Speech and Hearing Association (SWPSHA), serving as both past President 
and CEU coordinator. She also serves on the Board of Directors of several local agencies including ABOARD. She is highly active in 
the area of reimbursement for services for pediatric speech and language disorders. She has also published articles and condu cted 
workshops in the area of apraxia, autism, swallowing disorders and AAC.  
 

Kathy J. Jakielski, Ph.D., CCC -SLP is Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Sciences and Disorders at Augustana 

College in Rock Island, Illinois. She has twenty -five years of clinical experience working with children and adolescents with se vere 
speech impairment, including CAS. After receiving her Master's degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders from the  
University of Texas at Austin, Dr. Jakielski worked clinically for nine years in a variety of settings, including a universit y clinic, 
public schools, Head Start, private practices, and acute, rehabilitation, and psychiatric hospitals, prior to returning to th e  
University of Texas to pursue her doctorate in the area of early normal and disordered speech acquisition. She completed her  
doctorate in 1998 and continues to conduct research on differential diagnosis and intervention efficacy and genetic bases of CAS . 
Dr. Jakielski has presented and published her findings on CAS, and is a professional advisory board member of the Childhood 
Apraxia of Speech Association of North America. 
  

Nancy R. Kaufman, M.A., CCC/SLP is the owner and Director of the Kaufman Childrenõs Center for Speech, Language, Sensory-

Motor, and Social Connections, Inc. (KCC), located in West Bloomfield, Michigan. She received her B.A. at Michigan State Univ ersity 
and M.A. at Wayne State University, having been awarded a graduate assistantship. Nancy has dedicated herself to establishing  a 
treatment approach to help children to become effective vocal communicators since 1979.   She is the author of the Kaufman 
Speech Praxis Test for Children, (Wayne State University Press, 1995), the Kaufman Speech Praxis Treatment Kits for Children 
(Northern Speech Services, 1998, 2001), the Kaufman Speech Praxis Workout Book (Northern Speech Services, 2005), and co-author 
of the K&K Sign to Talk: Nouns (Northern Speech Services, 2005) and the K&K Sign to Talk: Verbs (Northern Speech Services, 
2009).  Nancy also serves on the Professional Advisory Board of the Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America 
(CASANA) and is the recipient of the MSU College of Communication Arts & Sciences Outstanding Alumni Award for 2010Nancy has 
three grown children and resides with her husband in West Bloomfield, Michigan.  
  

Maureen K. Martin, Ph.D. is the Director of the DuBard School for Language Disorders at The University of Southern Mississippi.  

She is a nationally certified speech -language pathologist and teacher of the deaf and is a Certified Association Method Instruct or 
(CAMI).  She also holds state licensure in elementary education, learning disabilities, reading, and school administration.  She is co-
author of Teaching Language-Deficient Children and various therapy materials for use with the DuBard Association MethodÊ.  She is 
an adjunct instructor at Southern Miss.  Dr. Martin is a founding board member of the International Multisensory Structured L an-
guage Education Council (IMSLEC) and currently serves as its president.  She holds memberships in the International Dyslexia  
Association, the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and various other professional organizations.  
 

Julie Masterson, Ph.D. Julie Masterson is Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Missouri State University, 

where she teaches courses in phonology, language -learning disabilities, and research design.  She received her masterõs de-
gree from Baylor and her Ph.D. from the University of Memphis. Dr. Masterson is a Fellow of the American Speech -Language-
Hearing Association and was ASHA Vice President for Research and Technology from 2001 -2003. She served as President of 
the Council of Academic Programs in Communication Sciences and Disorders 2006 -2007 and was Co-Chair of the 1999 Conven-
tion of the American Speech -Language-Hearing Association held in San Francisco  Dr. Masterson is a co -author of Beyond Baby  
Talk, Clinical Decision Making in Developmental Language Disorders, Spelling Evaluation for Language and Literacy -2, Spell 
Links to Reading and Writing, and the Computerized Articulation and Phonology Evaluation System.  Dr. Masterson has over 
150 publications and presentations at professional conferences in the areas of spelling, child language, phonology, and tech-
nology.  She has been an Associate Editor for the American Journal of Speech -Language Pathology and has served as a Guest 
Associate Editor for Journal of Speech and Hearing Research, Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, Topics in 
Language Disorders, and Seminars in Speech and Language.   
 

Gayle Emery Merrefield, MEd, CCC -SLP is a clinician in New York City. A PROMPT instructor since 2005, Gayle teaches 

PROMPT introductory courses, mentors clinicians and treats a pediatric caseload. In addition, Gayle co -conducts evaluations of 
children with complex motor and educational needs with a neurodevelopmental pediatrician. With more than thirty years of clin i-
cal experience, Gayle has developed her skills in a variety of work settings: public schools, special education preschools, e arly 
intervention/home care and private practice. Gayleõs clinical interests in recent years have focused on youngsters with motor 
speech disorders, language delays and social pragmatic difficulties  



 

 

Presenters Guide  

 
 

Edwin Maas, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at the University of 

Arizona. He was trained as a clinical linguist at the University of Groningen (The Netherlands) and received his Ph.D. in Lan guage 
and Communicative Disorders from San Diego State University & the University of California, San Diego. His research focuses on 
speech production in children and adults with and without speech disorders, and combines a theoretical component and a clinic all y
-oriented component, including treatment research.  
 

Diane Nancarrow, M.A., CCC -SLP holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education from Wayne State University. She also has a 

Master's Degree from Wayne State University in Communication Disorders and Sciences. She received her Provisional Teaching  
Certificate for Grades 7 through 12. As well, she has a Special Endorsement for Speech Language Pathology. For 13 years, she  
provided intervention within a medical model/hospital environment, working with patients with neurological disorders affectin g 
communication and interpersonal skills. For the last 14 years, she has worked with children and adolescents within a clinical   
practice. Diane has many interests including auditory processing disorders, childhood apraxia of speech, autism, developmenta l 
speech and language disorders, social communication disorders, neurological communication disorders, adolescent language  
disorders, language to literacy, Fast ForWord® Family of Language Training Programs, The  Kaufman Speech to Language Protocol, 
use of technology to facilitate learning, and application of ABA/AVB therapy techniques.   She has participated in advanced train ing 
in Relationship Development Interventionä. She facilitates the social language skills groups at the KCC where the focus is  
communication and its connection to others.  Presently, she is involved in research evaluating successive word approximations  for 
speech intelligibility and language production.  She presents to area schools, school districts, parent groups, and autism ag encies in 
Michigan. 
 

Joyce O'Keefe, M.A., CCC -SLP is a pediatric speech language pathologist who has worked at Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh 

since 1983.  Her passions include promoting literacy in conjunction with treatment of children with a variety of speech and lan-
guage disorders. Her current professional focus is to encourage and hopefully inspire colleagues and parents to use books as a  
natural method of targeting specific speech and language goals.  
 

Jeffrey Rainess grew up in western New Jersey. He graduated from Susquehanna University and then played football in Europe 

after college. Jeff has been working as an energy trader for almost 20 years. He is married and has 2 sons, ages 5 and 7.  Jeff is 
active in his community and coaches all of his kids' sports teams.  Jeff and his family organize a Kids' Fun Run to raise money for 
CASANA. This June was the 4th Annual.  The race began with only 4 runners and has grown to well over 100!  CASANA is an  
organization that is very dear to Jeff and as a father of a son who had severe apraxia, he is glad to be here this weekend to  share 
his story with other parents, especially fathers!  
 

Missy Schraeder, M.S., CCC-SLP, CAMI is the Professional Development Coordinator at the DuBard School for Language  

Disorders at The University of Southern Mississippi.  She received her masterõs degree from Southern Miss and is a nationally  
certified speech -language pathologist. She is an adjunct instructor at The University of Southern Mississippi and is a Certified   
Association Method Instructor.  She holds Mississippi licensure in Speech-Language Pathology and Education (speech-language, K-8).  
She is a member of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, the Mississippi Speech-Language-Hearing Association and 
the International Association Method Task Force.  She has presented at regional and national conferences in the areas of chil dhood 
apraxia of speech, dyslexia and multisensory instruction.   
 

Nancy Tarshis MA, MS, CCC-SLP is a speech-language pathologist with an extensive background in working with children and 

their parents. She earned a Master of Arts degree in Education of the Deaf from Teachers College in 1979. Upon graduation, sh e 
took a position with BOCES of Southern Westchester, where she was an itinerant teacher at the elementary level and a high sch ool 
resource room teacher, as well. In 1992, she earned a Master of Science degree in Speech/Language Pathology from Teachers  
College. She began working at the Children's Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center (CERC) at Albert Einstein College of Medici ne 
immediately following graduation. In the intervening years, she has served as an Adjunct Instructor at Teachers College, Colu mbia 
and Hunter College, and the coordinator of the graduate training program at CERC. In 1996, she was named Supervisor of Speech  
and Language Services at CERC. Currently, she supervises ten speech pathologists, lectures widely, participates in research, and 
continues to maintain a clinical practice.  
 

Edythe Strand, Ph.D., CCC -SLP, BC-NCD  is a consultant in the Department of Neurology, Division of Speech Pathology, at 

the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, and Associate Professor in the Mayo Medical School. Her primary research and clinica l 
interests have been in Neurologic Communication Disorders, especially childhood and acquired apraxia of speech, dysarthria, a nd 
neurologic voice disorders. She has published articles and chapters regarding the clinical management of motor speech disorde rs in 
children, including treatment efficacy. Dr. Strand is co -editor of the book (1999), Clinical Management of Motor Speech Disorder s 
of Children. She lectures frequently throughout the country on childhood apraxia and motor speech disorders in both children and 
adults and is a member of the CASANA Professional Advisory Board. 
  

Ruth Stoeckel, Ph.D., CCC -SLP, from Rochester, Minnesota, is a clinical therapist and evaluator at Mayo Clinic. She has 

experience working as a clinician, clinical coordinator, and independent consultant in the schools, private practice, private  
rehabilitation agency, and clinic.  Her areas of special interest include childhood motor speech disorders, cochlear  
implantation and autism.  Dr. Stoeckel is on the professional advisory board of the Childhood Apraxia of Speech Association o f 
North America (CASANA). 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Session Guide 
 
Thursday, July 8, 2010  
Keynote Address  6:00 p.m. ñ 7:00 p.m.  
The Speech-Language-Literacy Connection:  
Theoretical Foundations for Practical Applications               Julie J. Masterson, Ph.D.  
In the decade that followed the passage of No Child Left Behind there has been an increasing emphasis on the documentation of  
studentsõ achievement of academic goals.  In this session, we will discuss current literature regarding academic performance of 
children with sound system disorders.  Studies that have explored reading skills, morphological awareness, and spelling will be 
summarized, and linguistic factors that influence literacy performance will be described.  Techniques that clinicians and par ents 
can use to facilitate optimal literacy skills will be provided.   
Learning Outcomes 

¶ Participants will be able to provide the basic findings from current studies regarding literacy skills in children with sound   

 system disorders. 

¶ Participants will be able to describe factors that influence word -level reading and spelling.  

¶ Participants will be able to describe techniques that can be used by clinicians and parents to facilitate optimal literacy sk ill s.  
 

 

Friday, July 9, 2010  
Series 100  
Session 101 8:00 a.m. ñ9:30 a.m.                Nancy Kaufman,  M.A., CCC-SLP and Diane Nancarrow, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Research Review of the Kaufman Speech to Language Protocol  
During 2 three-week periods, eleven children with a diagnosis of Childhood Apraxia of Speech underwent an intensive summer  
behavior intervention program to improve their speech intelligibility. Using a method of shaping successive word approximatio ns 
and increasing length of utterance, children engaged in 28.5 hours of intervention. Baseline testing included a checklist, tw o  
standardized tests, and spontaneous language sample.  This presentation shares outcome studies for both improvements in  
articulatory accuracy, intelligibility, and improvement in language production following post intervention testing.  The pres enters 
will provide suggestions for incorporation of this treatment model in standard clinical and school practices.  
Learning Outcomes: 

¶ Participants will be able to describe the clinical relevance of the Mirror Neuron System when working with children with CAS.  

¶ Participants will be able to outline the Kaufman Speech to Language Program.  

¶ Participants will be able to recognize the importance of working on syllable shapes rather than on gross oral motor positions  
through the production of word shells and successive approximations.   

¶ Participants will be able to list 3 syllable shape targets.  

¶ Participants will be able to list 4 cueing methods that facilitate a child's vocal production.  

¶ Participants will be able to identify 3 objectives for language expansion for children with CAS.  
 
 
Session 102 8:00 a.m. ñ9:30 a.m.                             Kathy Jakielski, Ph.D., CCC -SLP 
History of Childhood Apraxia of Speech: Where We Are and How We Got Here   
In this session, participants will learn about the history of CAS, from the first published report in 1891 on a child we beli eve to have 
had CAS to the American Speech, Language, and Hearing Associationõs first Technical Report on CAS in 2007. Seminal research 
articles in CAS will be reviewed, followed by discussion of the study findings. Evidence -based practice will be explained, follo wed 
by a review of current research and present -day practices in differential diagnosis and intervention of children with CAS.  
Learning Outcomes: 

¶ Participants will be able to describe the research history of CAS.  

¶ Participants will be able to discuss seminal articles that have been published in CAS.  

¶ Participants will be able to explain evidence -based practice.  

¶ Participants will be able to list EBP studies in CAS that have been reported to date.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


